Neatishead Parish Council

Fairfield, 20 Station Road, Ormesby NR29 3NH
Tel: 01493 718128  neatishead.parish@gmail.com 
NNDC - Planning

Holt Road

Cromer

Norfolk

NR27 9EN

Attention: Mr G Lyon

Ref: PF/19/1141

Change of use of land and buildings at former RAF Neatishead from RAF base (sui generis) to Employment Park (Plot 1: Office/leisure-B1/D2, Plot 2: Offices-B1, Plot 3: Conferencing/training/pub/restaurant/hotel-C1/D2/A3/A4, Plot 4: Gym-D2, Plot 5: Squash court-D2, Plot 6: Offices/storage/data centre-B1/B8, Plot 7: Office/creche/training centre-B1/D2, Plot 8: Industrial/storage-B1/B2/B8, Plot 9: Gymnasium & changing rooms-D2, & Plot 10: Storage/industrial-B1/B2/B8) RAF Neatishead, Birds Lane, Neatishead

Neatishead Parish Council wish to OBJECT to this application for the following reasons:

The application if permitted would increase the use of the road network system around the site and the village but also to the neighbouring villages such as Horning, Hoveton and Wroxham (particularly the bridge). The road capacity is unable to take such a large application. Concerns are raised that this will cause serious safety issues to other road users such as pedestrians and there are no pavements to ensure the safety of nearby residents that use the road by foot. The application does not appear to give any indication as to the expected numbers that are likely to be using the site for the multiple usages it potentially wants to achieve.
The Parish Council would like to refer back to a meeting that took place by NNDC’s Regeneration/Planning Department in April/May 2006 when there were concerns of the sale of the RAF Neatishead and the future of the site.

It was highlighted by NNDC at the time that the road links through Neatishead and Horning were poor and that it would struggle to support an application for multiple plots. It has been highlighted that in the intervening period very little has changed in this respect.

The Parish Council are also concerned by the potential drainage and flooding problems that could be caused by this application. Further work needs to be done by the applicants to follow the advice from Anglian Water with their report that states concern over drainage and flooding as a result of this application. It also wants to refer to objection from The Environment Agency. The Parish Council feels that this is of concern and the applicant needs to demonstrate that these issues can be addressed. In addition The Environment Agency have highlighted the high risk of contaminated land due to its former use as a RAF base and with the Broads National Park being in close proximity there is a concern to water sources and the potential threat to the conservation of nature.
The effects on the area are also of concern. With the application including conferencing/training/pub/restaurant/hotel, gym and industrial storage the concern again is that this will be over developing the site. It is highlighting that some of these plans will mean that the site is in use 24hrs which in turn could have a huge impact on Neatishead and the surrounding villages due the highlighted point of the road infrastructure. Lighting of the application would also need to be considered.
The Parish Council agree that as the majority of the site at present is not used that it should find ways allow a development here, however it would suggest that the applicant produce a scaled down application to allow for the concerns raised and that a Highways Assessment and an Environmental Impact Assessment is carried out.

